
Day 1 

 

Arrive San Francisco 

Upon arrival in San Francisco, you will secure your rental car and drive to your overnight 

accommodations. 

 

Accommodation: The Argonaut Hotel or Similar 

Transportation: 20 minute drive 

 

Day 2 

 

Private Half Day San Francisco City Tour 

Meet your private guide this morning for a half day city tour. Your day will be completely customized to 

fit your interests and may include Union Square, North Beach, Golden Gate Park, the Crookedest Street 

in the World (Lombard Street), Coit Tower, Telegraph Hill, Fisherman's Wharf, the Presidio, Haight-

Ashbury and the beautiful Victorian homes at Alamo Square. Along the way your guide will share stories 

of the city's history and interpret the sites. You will return to the hotel in the early afternoon. 

You will have the rest of the day free to relax or explore more of the city on your own. 

 

Accommodation: The Argonaut Hotel or Similar 

Transportation: Private vehicle touring 

Meals: B 

 

Day 3 

 

Visit Alcatraz Island-Drive to Yosemite National Park 

This morning you will experience the infamous Alcatraz Island home to the abandoned prison and the 

oldest operating lighthouse on the West Coast. Your tour begins with a short ferry ride to "The Rock" 

where you will explore the prison blocks, cells and outlying buildings that once made up the most 

infamous prison in the United States. Learn about the islands history as well as some of the most 

notorious inmates. After visiting the prison, explore the island on your own before taking the ferry back 

to the mainland. 



This afternoon you will drive to your overnight accommodations near Yosemite National Park. 

 

Accommodation: Rush Creek Lodge or Similar 

Transportation: Ferry, shared touring, 4 hour drive 

Meals: B 

 

Day 4 

 

Full Day Tour and Hike in Yosemite National Park 

Meet your private guide this morning for a full day tour of Yosemite Valley in Yosemite National Park. 

Yosemite is best known for its waterfalls and the spectacular valley, but it is also a shrine to human 

foresight, the strength of granite, the power of glaciers, the persistence of life, and the tranquility of the 

High Sierra. Within its nearly 1,200 square miles, you can find deep valleys, beautiful meadows, 

towering giant sequoias and vast wilderness. Today you will explore the highlights of the valley including 

the major waterfalls and rock formations. Your guide will seamlessly incorporate short walks or a guided 

hike into your day allowing you to truly immerse in Yosemite's spectacular beauty. You will return to the 

hotel in the late afternoon. 

 

Accommodation: Rush Creek Lodge or Similar 

Transportation: Private touring 

Meals: B , L 

 

Day 5 

 

Free Day in Yosemite 

Today you will have a full day free to relax and enjoy Rush Creek Lodge or explore more of Yosemite on 

your own. If time permits today you may consider hiking to nearby Merced Grove. The hike to the 

secluded grove of Giant Sequoias is approximately 4 miles round trip. 

 

Accommodation: Rush Creek Lodge or Similar 

Meals: B 

 



Day 6 

 

Private Guided Hike in the Mariposa Grove-Drive to Monterey 

 

After checking out of your hotel this morning, you will drive south to Mariposa Grove where you will 

meet your guide for a private guided hike. Giant sequoias are the largest known trees living on earth and 

grow only on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada at elevations between 4,500 to 7,000 feet. They 

are closely related to California's coast redwoods, the tallest trees on earth. There are three groves of 

ancient Giant Sequoias in Yosemite National Park and several in the surrounding area. Your guide will 

choose a hike to best fit the current conditions and ability level of your group. 

Following your hike, you will continue to your overnight accommodations in Monterey. 

 

Accommodation: Intercontinental The Clement Monterey or Similar 

Transportation: Private touring, 5 hour drive 

Meals: B 

 

Day 7 

 

Visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium-Kayaking on Elkhorn Slough 

This morning you will have a private VIP tour of the nearby Monterey Bay Aquarium. Here you will have 

the opportunity to see playful sea otters, hundreds of species of fish, mesmerizing jellies and other awe-

inspiring creatures that call the ocean home. Your expert guide will lead you through the Aquarium to 

explore the most popular exhibits and some exclusive areas behind the scenes so you can learn more 

about the aquarium. Along the way you will also learn about the different ocean habitats and some of 

the critical issues affecting ocean health. Your guide will also share some favorite animal stories and 

show you how the aquarium cares for more than 35,000 plants and animals. The non-profit Monterey 

Bay Aquarium's mission is to inspire conservation of the ocean. Following your tour, you will have free 

time to explore the Aquarium on your own. 

This afternoon you will head to nearby Moss Landing on Monterey Bay where you will meet for your 

private kayaking excursion. Elkhorn Slough is well known for it's diverse marine wildlife; during your two 

hour kayaking you will see sea otters, harbor seals, sea lions and a variety of marine birds. The calm 

waters of the Slough make it the perfect destination for family kayaking. 

 

 



Accommodation: Intercontinental The Clement Monterey or Similar 

Transportation: Private aquarium tour, private guided kayaking 

Meals: B 

 

Day 8 

 

Private Guided Hike or Marine Wildlife Cruise 

This morning you will have the choice of either a guided hike or a marine wildlife cruise. 

For the hike: Meet your private hiking guide this morning for a guided hike at Point Lobos State Reserve. 

Often called "the crown jewel" of California's state parks, Point Lobos is a mecca for beautiful vistas and 

magnificent animals. In addition to the spectacular beauty, nearly every aspect of its resources is of 

scientific interest. There are rare plant communities, unique geological formations, and incredibly rich 

flora and fauna of both land and sea. Explore the peaceful corners of Point Lobos on foot. Your guide will 

choose the hike to fit the current conditions, group dynamic and ability level. Along the way learn about 

the wildlife, plants, wildflowers and the ecology of the area. The hike is approximately four hours. 

-OR- 

For the marine wildlife cruise: This morning, head to nearby Moss Landing for a half day whale watching 

and marine wildlife cruise on Monterey Bay. The deep canyon waters close to shore are teeming with 

marine life and many different whale species frequent this area year round. Along the way, keep an eye 

out for other marine wildlife like dolphins, jelly fish, playful sea lions, harbor seals and many species of 

marine birds. The marine biologists on board will provide information and insight about the area, as well 

as help to spot wildlife. The cruise is three to four hours. 

You will have the rest of the day free to relax or explore more of the area on your own. If time permits 

today you may consider strolling the quaint streets of nearby Carmel by the Sea. 

 

Accommodation: Intercontinental The Clement Monterey or Similar 

Meals: B 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 9 

 

Depart San Francisco 

After checking out of your hotel this morning, you will drive to the San Francisco Airport, return your 

rental car and board your homebound flight. 

Transportation: 2 hour drive 

Meals: B 


